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RALF DAHRENDORF ROUNDTABLES

SOLVING THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE
MARKET PUZZLE

One of the major obstacles towards closer defence cooperation among EU member states is a highly
fragmented market for military equipment. National armed forces often procure small batches of
highly expensive systems which are not necessarily compatible with the ones neighbouring EU
countries deploy. Scholars and political practitioners have looked at this problem from different
angles during a recent project. At this event they will present their findings and discuss them with
Brussels based experts. Some key questions that are to be discussed include: What are the driving
factors behind military cooperation? Will the EU’s newly established instruments like the EDF and
PESCO lead to more efficiency in defence procurement? What is to be expected by the ‘Franco-
German engine’? And should central and eastern European countries stop to ‘buy American’?

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

13 MARCH | 12.00-14.00

FRIEDRICH NAUMANN FOUNDATION FOR FREEDOM
AVENUE CORTENBERGH 71, 1000 BRUSSELS

12.00-12.30
Registration and Light Lunch

12.30
Welcome by
Daniel Kaddik | Director, European Liberal Forum

Presenting their findings

Michael Kluth | Researcher, University of Roskilde, Denmark
Eve Roehrig | Policy Advisor, La République en Marche, France
Andras Radnoti | Policy Advisor, Momentum Movement, Hungary
Laurens Bynens | Policy Advisor, Open VLD, Belgium

Discussion with:

Urmas Paet | MEP, ALDE Group, Estonia
Pierre Delsaux | Deputy Director General, Internal Market, Industry, SMEs, European Commission

Moderated by Sebastian Vagt | European Affairs Manager, FNF
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Working language
English

A roundtable discussion organised by the European Liberal Forum (ELF) with the support of the Friedrich
Naumann Foundation for Freedom. Co-funded by the European Parliament. The European Parliament is not
responsible for the content of the programme, or for any use that may be made of it. These views do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Parliament and/or the European Liberal Forum.

ABOUT THE RALF DAHRENDORF ROUNDTABLES

By connecting the roundtable series with the name of Lord Dahrendorf, ELF wishes to underline
his achievements. In his many functions he championed liberal democracy and European
integration. He consistently promoted the role of the EU as a guarantor of human rights and liberty.
His wide experience combining science and politics provided an excellent background to his
activity in the German Parliament for the liberal Free Democratic Party, as European
Commissioner, as member of the British House of Lords and as Chairman of the Board of the
Friedrich Naumann Foundation (1982-1987).

During his four years in Brussels (1970 — 1974), Lord Dahrendorf was responsible for the
European Community's Foreign Relations and Trade, and later for Research, Science and
Education. He actively supported a stronger Europe. As Commissioner he was a sharp critic of
European Union bureaucracy while he was passionately in favour of a European Parliament
exercising greater power.
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