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Workers during the pandemic: the internal
migration in the European Union and the liberal
answer

Budapest/online 17 November 2020

ABOUT THE EVENT

Immigration into the European Union has undoubtedly become a major political issue in recent years.
A new development since 2015 was the migration issue as a central political campaign topic in old and
new member states. However, while immigration into the European Union is widely discussed, internal
migration within the EU is a neglected issue in pan-European debates. Eastern countries suffer from
brain-drain, and the western countries couldn’t handle the consequences of the internal migration. This
was arguably one of the main reasons why the United Kingdom left the European Union earlier this
year. As a consequence, the tendencies of internal migration will change in the upcoming years. What
can we learn from the past decade? How could we manage the internal migration in the continent?
Should the regulation be stricter or more liberal? How will Brexit effect the labour market? From the
labour market, education, to research and welfare benefits, the aim of the conference is to understand
the tensions in new and old member states caused by the free movement of workers.

EVENT SCHEDULE

17:00 Opening remarks
Marco Mariani, Board Member, European Liberal Forum and European Affairs Director,
Fondazione Luigi Einaudi, Italy

[7:10 Presentations: The impact of internal migration in the countries of the European Union

17:10 Carmen Descamps, Researcher
17:20 Marco Mariani, European Affairs Director, Fondazione Luigi Einaudi, Italy
17:30 Andrea Virag, Director of Strategy, Republikon

|7:40 Roundtable discussion with the lecturers

Moderator: Daniel Mikecz, Republikon
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An event organised by the European Liberal Forum (ELF). Supported by Republikon Foundation, Magma and Fondazione Luigi Einaudi. Co-
funded by the European Parliament. The views expressed herein are those of the speaker(s) alone. These views do not necessarily reflect
those of the European Parliament and/or the European Liberal Forum asbl.
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